Bitty Bunny
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Bitty Bunnies are quick, éasy, and fun to make.

A Bunny can be a doll for a child, a decoration for the home, or
a toy for a pet; each different, but always cute.

This is not a traditional pattern, it is a recipe that will guide you in knitting a Bunny of
the size and character you prefer.



Materials:

Yarn: The Bitty Bunny only takes a few yards of yarn, so scrap yarn is best. Choose
yarn appropriate for your project. If it will be receiving vigorous use and will need to
be washed, acrylic is probably best. If it's for decoration, whatever looks best to you.
If it's for your elderly Aunt Mary to let her know you love her... what the heck, go with
cashmere!

The weight of the yarn you choose, along with the number of stitches you cast on,
will determine the size of your bunny. Fingering yarn will make a smaller bunny than
worsted weight; bulky yarn will make a larger one. More stitches cast on will make
the bunny bigger.

Needles: Bitty Bunny needs to be knit at a tight gauge so that when it's stuffed, the
stuffing doesn’t show through the fabric. So go down a couple of needle sizes from
what you would normally use, or from what the yarn label suggests.

Tapestry needle: for seaming and burying yarn ends.
Scissors.
Safety pin or locking stitch marker — one or two.

Stuffing: A small amount of fiberfill or scraps of yarn generally work best. A clean
chopstick works well for placing the stuffing.

Optional: Buttons for eyes, contrasting color embroidery floss or yarn for face, pom-
pom (handmade or store bought) of appropriate size for bunny’s bottom. Thread to
sew on eyes and/or tail, and a sewing needle. Any decoration that tickles your fancy
— ribbons, beads, whatever would look good. For small children and pets, choking
hazards should be avoided, so no buttons or other accessories/attachments. Eyes
and other decoration should be embroidered for safety.

Abbreviations:
Sts — Stitches

K — Knit

P — Purl

CO - Cast On
BO - Bind Off

RS — Right Side
WS — Wrong Side




Directions:

These directions, when using worsted weight yarn and size 6 or 7 needles, should
produce a bunny approximately 7 inches in circumference, and 4 inches tall. To vary
the size of the bunny, change the weight of yarn and the size of needles used. Cast-
ing on additional stitches will make the bunny larger, but will also make it more im-
parative to knit at a tight gauge.

For simplicity sake, this pattern is knit in garter stitch. It can also be knit in stockinet,
reverse stockinet, seed stitch, or any other small stitch pattern.

Always leave long yarn tails at beginning and end. The tails will be used to seam the
bunny into shape.

The Recipe:
Using the long tail method, and leaving a long tail, CO 24 sts.

Row 1: *K*
Subsequent Rows: Repeat Row 1 until you have a square.

(for stockinet:
Row 1: *K*
Row 2: *P*
Subsequent Rows: Repeat Rows 1 and 2 until you have a square.)

Not yet.

Now it’s a
Square.

Bind off, leaving a long tail.



Shaping the Bitty Bunny

Cut two 12 to 18 inch pieces of the yarn the bunny was knit with. Thread a tapestry
needle with one piece.

Orient the square with the cast off side up, and fold it in
half, top to bottom.

Mark the middle of both vertical sides,then make a line of
running stitches from one side to =
the other. Knot both ends of the

yarn so that it will be distinguish- "
able from the next strand of yarn. This vertical line of run-

ning stitches needs to be placed right in the middle of the
square to achieve Maximum Bunny Cuteness!

Take a locking stitch marker or a safety pin, and folding the square in half so the two
sides align, place the marker at the very middle of the top (bound off) edge.

Starting at one of the middle sides, make a row of running
stitches diagonally up to the marker at the top. Do not cut
or break the yarn, but, turning a 90 degree corner, con-

_ tinue the line of stitches down to the other side’s middle.
Make sure not to sew through the horizontal yarn.

Pull the horizontal yarn tightly, gathering the square in the
middle. Tie a square knot to secure your gathers.

Pull the diagonal yarn tightly,
gathering the top half into three
sections; two ears at the top
sides, and a central pouch for
the bunny’s head.

Stuff the bunny’s head.

Using one of the drawstrings from cinching
the neck, stitch the back of the head closed.




Seam the back of the bunny, using the mattress stitch,
and secure the end of the yarn.

Using the yarn from the bottom
corner of the square, make a

circle of running stitches around

the bottom border of the bunny’s
body and pull it mostly closed,

leaving big enough hole to stuff /
the body. Stuff the bunny as

firmly as you would like, then ‘ S
pull the bottom purse string yarn 7\
to close the opening. Place sev-

eral additional stitches to make sure the bottom is secure.

At this point, the bunny’s ears will look wonky.

Run the yarn from the tip of the ear down the side towards
the middle of the bunny’s head, to the head, weaving the
yarn in and out of the stitches, being careful not to pull it
tightly. Take a couple of unobtrusive stitches to secure it,
then use it to stitch the ear into a shape you like. Use a
length of the yarn hanging from the neck to shape the sec-
ond ear,

side of the body by pushing the tapestry needle all the way

through the bunny’s body. Pull the yarn taut, then cut if off

flush with the bun’s body surface. When the tension is re-
lease, the yarn end will pull back into the body, disappearing.

\ Make sure all stitching is secured, then bury the ends in-

If this bunny is for a pet or a small child, for safety’s sake, no further additions
should be made. If it is for a child old enough not to try to chew

on removable parts, an adult, or for decoration, have at fancying

it up however you want.

Appropriately sized round black buttons make excellent eyes. If

sturdy thread is used, sew a loop, through the head, between the
buttons. Pull the loop so it’s snug, then knot the thread securely

and bury the end in the head. This seats the eyes in a slight de-

pression, and gives the head more shape.



